
Summary of Responses to the Chamber’s Candidate Forum Questions 

1) Overall economic and community development can take many forms. Please list your top 3 
development priorities in American Canyon and what resources you would use to achieve 
results? 

My top priorities are implementing the Watson Ranch Specific Plan, the Broadway District 
Specific Plan, and rebuilding the Green Island Industrial Park road network. Combined, they 
will add jobs, retail goods and services, and housing that we need to improve our quality of 
life and jobs/housing balance.  Adopting the Plans themselves is the best incentive, but we 
can also streamline the development process, and in some cases, offer financial incentives. 

2) The Chamber knows the "improved quality of life" offered a person who lives and works in 
the same area. We have a need for more local jobs. What are the top 3 industries you would try 
to attract to American Canyon and why? 

We should take advantage of the two industries we have now—Food & Beverage; and 
Warehousing & Logistics. We should explore related businesses that support these two 
including the “high tech” side of these industries.  When we focus on what we already have, 
there’s a built-in labor base as well as a market for new/expanding businesses. The third area 
would be home-based businesses.  This keeps our people in town during the day, reduces 
traffic and may even improve civic engagement.  Even tele-commuting would help. 

3) The American Canyon business community, specifically Green Island businesses, are very 
interested in road infrastructure improvements like Devlin Rd extension, Green Island rebuild 
and the Newell extension. What is your position on these projects? 

I support all three and for years advocated for traffic improvements.  In 2005, as City 
Manager, I worked to provide a funding source for traffic improvements.  In 2015, I was the 
only Council member to support completing Newell Extension as part of the Watson Ranch 
project.  Even today, I am working hard to secure a funding strategy to complete Newell 
Extension even before the build out of Watson Ranch. Compare that to my challengers, who 
either agree with me or still need to figure it out. 

4) How do you view tourism in American Canyon today? How do you view it in the future? 

We will move from a secondary market to re-branding American Canyon as an affordable and 
accessible place to explore.  We will also add one or two new hotels, providing funds to fix our 
parks and streets. We also need to have a “revenue plan” that sets limits on how much 
tourism, retail and industry we want—and then be able to say no when we reach those 
targets.  This is how we keep our small-town appeal but still be able to afford a great quality 
of life. 

5) If elected, what are your goals for the next 4 years? 

I want to see the big plans completed and traffic addressed.  But I also want to expand our 

Citizens Academy to begin grooming our next generation of leaders; we need to explore ways 

to improve community engagement (a new Farmer’s Market?); and hold a series of Town Hall 

meetings throughout our neighborhoods.  People want to know what’s going on and talking to 

them is the best way! Going door to door during this campaign has reminded me just how 

critical that is. 


